104.   INTERVIEW TO "THE BOMBAY CHRONICLE"

[POONA,

Before February 7, 1924^

Interviewed by Mr. S. A. Brelvi, joint editor of The Bombay Chronicle,
Mahatma Gandhi said that he had been preparing in his mind a message to
his countrymen on his release. The message would take the form of a letter
addressed to the President of the Congress, Maulana Mahomed Ali, just asa
soon after his conviction, he had wished to speak to his countrymen through a
letter addressed to the then President, Hakim Ajmal Khan Saheb. The letter
to the Hakim Saheb, however, never reached him, because the Government of
Bombay asked the Mahatma to alter and amend certain passages which he
refused to do. The Mahatma intended to take the earliest opportunity of
publishing that letter.

He was grieved to find, he said, that the decision of the Government to
release him was based on considerations of his health. He would be very glad
to believe that his release indicated a change in the attitude of Government
towards him and his activities and a realization on their part that his preaching
of non-violence was not a cover for violence as was represented by his mis-
guided critics. He would heartily welcome any indication that the Govern-
ment had grasped the fact that non-violence was the essence of the non-co-
operation movement.

The Hindu, 8-2-1924

105.   LETTER TO MAHOMED ALP
SASSOON HOSPITAL,
POONA,
February 7, 1924
MY DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER,
I send you as President of the Congress a few words which I
know our countrymen expect from me on rny sudden release. I am
sorry that the Government have prematurely released me on
account of my illness. Such a release can bring me no joy, for I
hold that the illness of a prisoner affords no ground for his release,
1 The letter to Mahomed Ali, mentioned in the text, was written on
February 7; vide the following item.
2 This was also published in The Bombay Chronicle and The Hindu, 8-2-1924.